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Emergency Management Network



Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
The Sarasota County Government Emergency 
Operations Center is a state-of-the art facility 

that houses both the Emergency Management 
Division as well as the 911 Call Center for 
Sarasota County and County 311 Contact 

Center.

This hardened structure is capable of 
withstanding a 253 mph wind load. The 

EOC also includes redundant utilities, two 
1250 KW generators and can run for 100 

hours without refuel, and a 250’ 
Communication tower.

This was LEED certified and designed to FEMA 361 standards. 
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Early Outlook 
of 2023 
Atlantic 
Hurricane 
Season

(Un-official)



Hurricane Ian Cone of Uncertainty

#ItsNotTheConeItsYourZone



The National Hurricane Center  Cone of Uncertainty





Evacuations are based 
on two hazards:
water and wind

#1.  For people in Storm 
Surge Zone / low-lying 
areas prone to flooding

2018 Hurricane Michael, Mexico Beach, FL

#2. For people in 
manufactured or 
mobile homes/
RVs & Boats



Bathymetry & Storm Surge

Surge is Higher
Waves are Lower

Surge is Lower Waves are Higher

Continental Shelf



Storm Tide & Surge Damage to Bridges 

After Hurricane Ian chunk of Sanibel Causeway falls             
into sea, cutting off access to island





Structures lower than 15 feet on Ft Myers Beach are gone 





The Warning Process

Tornado Warning Issued

1.  Radar detects it
2.  SKYWARN Spotter reports it



Before the Storm

Know Your Level (Evacuation)

Know Your Home (Protection)

Know Your Plan (Stay or Go?)

Have Your Supply Kit (One Week)

Stay Informed (Local Media & County Web)

Get Insurance Check Up (Wind & Flood)
Keep a Paper Trail (Important Documents)



Levels





“Know Your Level” 



“Know Your Level” Tool



“Know Your Level” Tool

Insert your address and zip
In the search box



1277 S Tamiami Trail Sarasota



Should I Stay or Should I Go? 

If your home was built after 2002, and you are 
not in an evacuation level, you may be more 
comfortable sheltering in place. 

A 2005 University of Florida study concluded 
that homes built under the 2002 Florida 
Building Code sustained less damage on average 
than homes built between 1994 and 2001 under 
the Standard Building Code. 



Should I Stay or Should I Go? 
IF YOU’VE DETERMINED THAT YOUR HOME IS 
NOT SAFE TO RIDE  OUT A STORM: 

• Stay with a friend  or leave the area 

• Emergency management agencies recommend you arrange 
to stay at a “host home” with shutters that is outside the 
evacuation level. 

• A host home is the home of a friend or family member who 
has agreed to provide temporary shelter for you.



Know Your Home 
IF YOU’VE DETERMINED THAT YOUR HOME IS 
NOT SAFE TO RIDE  OUT A STORM 
Stay with a friend  or leave the area 

Emergency management agencies recommend you arrange to 
stay at a “host home” with shutters that is outside the 
evacuation level. 

A host home is the home of a friend or family member who 
has agreed to provide temporary shelter for you.



Tornadoes in Hurricane Dennis

Tornado damage in Brandon

Greatest 
Tornado 
Threat

• Right front quadrant of the storm 
relative to the storm motion 

• 100 miles away from the center 
of the storm





Hurricane Shutters, Screens & Garage Door 



• Change of clothes
• Bedding supplies
• Books, games
• Cell phone chargers
• Personal comfort items
• Have supplies to last at least a week
• Take prescription bottles
• What other items might be in your disaster 

kit?
• Masks
• Gloves
• Hand Sanitizer

Have a Disaster Kit - Stock up NOW!!!



Filling the tub & keeping the water safe













Hurricane Evacuation Centers

Should be considered as a last resort 



Hurricane Evacuation Centers
Fruitville Elementary School 601 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota

Brookside Middle School 3636 S. Shade Ave., Sarasota

Southside Elementary School 1901 Webber St., Sarasota

Riverview High School 1 Ram Way, Sarasota

Booker High School 3201 N. Orange Ave., Sarasota

Phillippi Shores Elementary 4747 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

Gulf Gate Elementary School 6500 S. Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota

North Port High School 6400 W. Price Blvd., North Port

Heron Creek Middle School 6501 W. Price Blvd., North Port

Woodland Middle School      2700 Panacea Blvd., North Port

Atwater Elementary School 4701 Huntsville Ave., North Port

Taylor Ranch Elementary School    2500 Taylor Ranch Trail, Venice



Each person gets only 20 Square Feet of space in the 
evacuation center 



Non-Response of First 
Responders Due to Sustained
Tropical Storm 
Force Winds

• Law Enforcement Sustained winds of 55 mph+

• EMS and Fire Sustained winds of 45 mph +

• Those who call 911 during the hurricane-force 
will still be able to speak to a call taker and 
receive guidance over the phone.

• The calls will be prioritized, and emergency 
officials will respond to calls based on need once 
they are able to get back on the streets.

50mph



Transportation Dependent Plan



Transportation Dependent Registration



Transportation Dependent Plan



Transportation Registration Form



Transportation Rally Points & Evacuation Centers Map



All Sarasota County Hurricane Evacuation Centers Allow Pets
(Dogs & Cats)



Medical Needs Program (PSN) 



Medical Needs Program   (PSN)



Medical Needs Program   (PSN)





Stay Informed: Watches & Warnings

Warning  = 36 Hours beforeWatch  = 48 Hours before



Watch Local Media Follow Social Media

WFLA (Channel 8, NBC)
WTSP (Channel 10, CBS)
WTVT (Channel 13, Fox)
WFTS (Channel 28, ABC)
SNN6  (Channel 6 SNN Sarasota)
WWSB (Channel 7, ABC, Sarasota)
Access Sarasota(Comcast 19Frontier 32))



After the Storm

Stay in Safe Location & Check Status (Red/Yellow/Green) 

Don’t Walk or Drive Through Flood Waters
Watch For Hazards Don’t Touch Down Power Lines

Don’t Eat Spoiled Food From Freezer

Register with FEMA 1-800-621-FEMA (3362)

Careful With Generators

Careful With Clean-Up & Heat

Stay Informed

Re-Entry Process



When is it safe to go back?

• Red, yellow, green conditions.





Shall include, but are not limited to the following: 
Drivers License
Voter Identification Card
Property Tax Bill
Utilities/Phone Bill
Employee ID Card/Letter from Business on Company letterhead
Pay Stubs From an Island Business
Rental or Lease agreement

When cleared, vehicles and pedestrians will proceed along the 
designated re-entry route for access to the evacuated area. 
Vehicles and pedestrians not having proper identification shall be 
denied clearance and rerouted from the area.

Valid Credentials for Re-Entry





Fire ants form floating “rafts” by locking their legs together when their mounds are flooded. 
These rafts contain the entire colony - worker ants, eggs, larvae, pupae, winged males and 
females and queen ants - and float until they come into contact with something to adhere to. 

Don’t let that something be you!









Individual Assistance Cycle
Initial

Response:
Friends, neighbors, the 
local community,  and 

Volunteer
Agencies

State and Federal 
Disaster Assistance

Programs

Other Needs 
Assistance 
Program

Unmet Needs:
Friend, neighbors, the 
local community, and  
Volunteer Agencies

FEMA 
Housing
Assistance 

Program

Home & 
Business Loans



Sarasota County Emergency Services
Facebook Page



Sarasota County Emergency Services
Twitter Page 

@scgoveoc



Sarasota County launches new 311Connect service
to enhance customer service

• Visit: https://sarasotacountyfl.qscend.com/311
• Mobile App: Use the 311Connect mobile app 

for iOS or Android devices.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0017ZUtVEsf5GxQjQd8C6lvub4DoerDlQWPMUfNjnlNypttb9znBQAgijoqwrgb95rv2mtumcM_qdhW1DYQptnrr3LeYZZOEtCgH6FGHOB8m2BiSFNe_vT4OEJ4rs2FicCazoxtzI9qLnXg4RkkRneKAvkMemegUIyte1F50nIaZEwScKKRASPebuU__U_6ujXz%26c%3DT-CDyMbh-OT3DCzMv_M_GQc3aZmaJV7Nr1Sai_bzhaYTv45EgMECOQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DqXIbcnN6gbL2NGh5GulHv9QOdK-pctFK5ylcjrw6XhIn6EKEQO0KVA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cemccrane%40scgov.net%7Cbaa19d912f344ab9209b08da0d9265c2%7C9ac90fa4ea4648d79114bbf2fc554d0e%7C0%7C0%7C637837219673775032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nKIh%2FPp6gXB1gFijTwJGBhXl%2B9UIa8hHmbIc95qtyRc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0017ZUtVEsf5GxQjQd8C6lvub4DoerDlQWPMUfNjnlNypttb9znBQAgijoqwrgb95rvCVIFZURKKyDmcZxwlMPT3QAIg4JlkjMg3ka9Fmb6bG4JDgTNdpa-ioAFfjAofplIT6Adg7wJY32OCKkdhZ_Wtcnfh9nBOoBy4Yptht89Og7D4DISnR-yEzBleHsypaYpTVTKboKsWq5QtYpHk2Fl0ytPUfW427jLRPf3CXGL_nw%3D%26c%3DT-CDyMbh-OT3DCzMv_M_GQc3aZmaJV7Nr1Sai_bzhaYTv45EgMECOQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DqXIbcnN6gbL2NGh5GulHv9QOdK-pctFK5ylcjrw6XhIn6EKEQO0KVA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cemccrane%40scgov.net%7Cbaa19d912f344ab9209b08da0d9265c2%7C9ac90fa4ea4648d79114bbf2fc554d0e%7C0%7C0%7C637837219673775032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Eg7UMGHDh417VvQEP23%2FU3h8TDiBFZKRIXQueMWHyG0%3D&reserved=0


Alert Sarasota County



Alert Sarasota County



https://www.tbrpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Sarasota-County-Disaster-Planning-Guide-2022.pdf



Preparedness Resource Links

https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-
services/hurricane-preparedness-6291

https://www.sarasotasheriff.org/

https://www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare/

https://www.ready.gov/

https://www.redcross.org/local/florida/central-florida/about-
us/locations/southwest-florida.html

https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/documents-
forms-and-plans/-folder-5146#docan1497_2434_2778

https://tbrpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Sarasota-County-
Disaster-Planning-Guide-2022.pdf

Sarasota County Hurricane 
Preparedness

Sarasota Sheriff

State of Florida Preparedness

FEMA Readiness Page

Red Cross of Central Florida

Sarasota County Hurricane Fact 
Sheet Collection

Sarasota County Disaster 
Preparedness Guide

https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/hurricane-preparedness-6291
https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/hurricane-preparedness-6291
https://www.sarasotasheriff.org/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare/
https://www.ready.gov/
https://www.redcross.org/local/florida/central-florida/about-us/locations/southwest-florida.html
https://www.redcross.org/local/florida/central-florida/about-us/locations/southwest-florida.html
https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/documents-forms-and-plans/-folder-5146#docan1497_2434_2778
https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/documents-forms-and-plans/-folder-5146#docan1497_2434_2778
https://tbrpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Sarasota-County-Disaster-Planning-Guide-2022.pdf
https://tbrpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Sarasota-County-Disaster-Planning-Guide-2022.pdf


Community Emergency Response Team

https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-
services/community-emergency-response-teams-cert

https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/community-emergency-response-teams-cert
https://www.scgov.net/government/emergency-services/community-emergency-response-teams-cert
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